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Operating from a clandestine camp on an island off western North Korea, Army Lt. Ben Malcom

coordinated the intelligence activities of eleven partisan battalions, including the famous White

Tigers. With Malcomâ€™s experiences as its focus, White Tigers examines all aspects of guerrilla

activities in Korea. This exciting memoir makes an important contribution to the history of special

operations.
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When I received my May, 2002 VFW magazine I was overwhelmed by the story of guerrilla

operations that were successfully carried out in North Korea during the Korean War. When I had

finished reading Colonel Ben S. Malcom's "White Tigers" I knew that I had read a story that would

touch the minds and hearts of all who had been placed in harm's way. I was able to sense his

frustration, his anger, his fear, his disappointments, his elation at success, but more important, his

love for his country. He dared to expose his depth of compassion and deep commitment to the

partisan force placed under his charge. By relating his personal experience, he brought to light the

danger for having a short sighted reluctance within the upper echelon of the army in finding merit in

unconventional warfare. I am extremely grateful for his leadership and an intimate knowledge of the

brave service and sacrifice made by him and members of the White Tiger donkey units. As his story

continued to unfold, I was drawn to recall my own expreience that took place but a scant few miles

from where Ben's White Tiger operations were being carried out. I had been a member of Operation



Broken Reed, an intelligence mission that took place during January, 1952. I was rescued along

with two other surviving team members following the mission. I recalled the bitter cold, the fear of

being captured and what that would mean, the extreme fatigue resulting from a thirty-mile forced

march to the Yellow Sea, the deteriorating physical and mental condition of my two comrades, the

difficult terrain and the rescue. As I read Ben's book I realized that the point of our rescue from a

ledge overlooking the Yellow Sea was but a few miles from Wollae and Paengnyong Islands, the

White Tiger base of operation.
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